THE TEN AVATARAS AND THEIR BIRTHDATES

By
B. BHATTACHARYYA, Baroda.

While editing the Chhinnarnasta Khaftda of the Saktisangamatantra 1
came across some very interesting passages in the sixth Patala wherein the
birthdates of all the Ten Avatiaras are given. This shows that at least in
some quarters there was a widespread belief that the Avataras were not al-
together fictitious beings, but that they were actually born in this mortal
world. We also learn that they were all incarnations of the great God
Vi$ou and they had each a special mission to fulfil after taking birth.

The birthdates given in the SaktisangamatGntra are not such as can be
easily converted to A.D. or any year of the Vikrama Era. The exact years
can be ascertained only after strenuous calculations which I am unable to
make. If some one can find out the dates from the data given in the
Saktisangamatantra, it will be really doing a good service to scholarship. The
date of Buddha can be established with some degree of certainty, and this
may settle the controversy regarding his time once for all The date of the
future incarnation of Vi$$u, namely the Kalki Avatara, is most important
since, in his time it is said, that the present Kali cycle will end and the Satya
Yuga will be ushered in. It will be interesting to know when the present
Kali age of sinfulness will end, and the promised golden age will commence.

The relevant passages are quoted below with translations. The text in
many places being corrupt and sometimes inaccurate, the translation should
be taken as tentative only :

1. Vi$$u incarnated himself as the Fish in the womb of a virgin in
the Krta age, in the year called the Prabhava, in the month of Caitra on the
1st day of the bright fortnight when the Moon was in the constellation of
RSvafi, when the Vi$kumbha Yoga was on, and when the day had advanced
only twelve Ghatis from Si^mse, in order to destroy the Saftkha demon and
to rescue the world.

fft:

2.   The Lord Vi$ou incarnated himself as the Tortoise in the year called
the Vibhava in the month of Jyaistfha, on the 2nd day of the bright fortnight